Dues Etudes

“Harmonically Progressive” etudes
playable with the “Payin’ Dues” Aebersold
recording.

Section 3

The Etudes in this section demonstrate the use of substitute scale choices. In most cases, dominant chords that
progress to one (up a fourth or down a fifth) are altered using super locrian, half-whole diminished or a
pentatonic a tritone away from the root of the chord. The use of the #11 (Ilydian for major 7 chords, Lydian b7 for
dominants) is emphasized throughout as is the use of pentatonics, both diatonically and as tritone substitutes.
Locrian #2 (the 6t mode of melodic minor) is used for half-diminished (min7b5) chords. Please note that the use
of substitutes (or altered scales) in this section is essentially forced in order to demonstrate usage. On occasion,
the scale choice represented clashes somewhat with the harmony in the piano. In real playing situations, the piano
player would (should) follow the soloist making this a non-issue. Additionally, these are exercises and should not
necessarily be considered to be representative of strong harmonic development. In other words, if you learn a
new word, and use it correctly in every sentence, your usage may be correct but you are abusing the word.
Again, these etudes demonstrate usage. If altered sounds are abused, they lose their effect as tension, destroying
tension and release.

Major 7 = Lydian, lonian
Dominant 7 (resolving to I) = Super Locrian, Half-whole diminished, Pentatonic, (on root or tritone away)
Mixolydian.

Dominant 7 (not resolving to I) = Lydian Dominant, Mixolydian

Dominant 7#11 = Lydian Dominant (4th mode of Melodic Minor)
Minor 7 = Dorian, Melodic Minor, Aeolian, Phrygian depending on function. Dorian is used in some cases

regardless of actual chord function. (Typical usage)
Dominant 7#5 = Whole-Tone
Half - Diminished = Locrian #2, Locrian
Diminished = Whole-half Diminished
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